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must not forget our fundamental purpose, i.e., the complete de-
struction of imperialism and militarism. I can assure .you that the
Kuomintang will fulfill this task." 10

Central China was run by a number of war lords, who competed
with each other for power. While Chiang Kai-shek was to strike
from the south, Moscow's plans also called for a campaign against
central China by the war lord, Feng Yu-hsiang, the" so-called
"Christian general," in northern China, on whom Moscow placed
great hopes. The first contacts with Feng had been made by Adolf
Joffe and had later been maintained by Ambassador Karakhan.
Feng became the standard-bearer of the pro-Russian orientation in
the intricate struggle among the war lords of China. He obtained
considerable financial help and arms from Russia. When he was deT
feated by Marshal Chang Tso-lin he went to Russia "to study the
Soviet system and Soviet reality/' For about a year he lived in a
suburban dacha (summer house) near Moscow. In an interview
with a Pravda correspondent, Feng showered lavish praise on the
Communists and the Russian Communist party.11

When Feng returned from Moscow to China in September,
1926, a number of war lords were again engaging in a contest for
power. In accordance with the Soviet policy of that moment, Feng
joined the Kuomintang, and pledged to support Chiang Kai-shek's
Northern Expedition to unite China.

Feng's home base was in Inner Mongolia, and there existed cer-
tain plans for the unification of that region with Soviet-controlled
Outer Mongolia. Copying the political configuration of the Mon-
golian People's Republic, a National-Revolutionary party had
emerged in Inner Mongolia in 1925 and held its first Congress in
Kalgan. Its appearance was not without the sponsorship and in-
stigation of Moscow. Delegates from Chinese Inner Mongolia took
part in the Fourth Congress of the National-Revolutionary Party
of Outer Mongolia in Urga (Ulan-Bator). Damba, Premier of the
Mongolian People's Republic, started negotiations with General
Feng concerning a future united Mongolian state. The stamp of
Soviet approval and initiative was evident on each one of these
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